Perinatal events and neonatal morbidity: an analysis of 5380 cases.
The associations between perinatal events and neonatal morbidity were examined in a regional population of 5 380 newborns weighing 500 g or more. Perinatal mortality was 6.9%, and neonatal mortality was 3.0%. The low birth weight (less than 2500 g) rate was 3.8%. The incidence of prematurity (gestational age less than 37 weeks) was 6.6%. Respiratory distress syndrome was found in 0.9%, nonhaemolytic hyperbilirubinaemia in 16.5%, hypoglycaemia in 0.5%, septic infection in 0.8%, asphyxia in 4.0%, intracerebral haemorrhage in 0.3%, and cerebral symptoms in 0.7%. Maternal toxaemia, multiple pregnancy and maternal short stature were associated with spontaneous prematurity and a birthweight below the 10th percentile. Prematurity was associated with respiratory distress syndrome, hyperbilirubinaemia, hypoglycaemia, infection, low Apgar scores, asphyxia and intracerebral haemorrhage. Placental complications were associated with spontaneous prematurity, low Apgar scores and asphyxia. Premature rupture of the membranes was associated with spontaneous prematurity, infection, low Apgar scores and asphyxia.